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At the Plymouth County Sherill*s Farm, lnmate Paul Qualter is nuzzled by Sunshine, a retired recehorse from Suffolk Dewns racetrack in East Baston.

A stable influence

At farm, prison inmates
care for retired horses

By Rich Fahey
OLORE CON LI FORDENT

LYMOUTH — There is no Soclal

Serurity or Medicare for thoroagh-

bred horses that reach the end of

thelr mcing careers; just a few

yeurs ago, their end woold prob-

#bly have come &t a slanghter-

himse

Toxkay thiere's a local progmm

thot provides refoge for the ani-
mikls, amd o some cases allows them to have a sec-
i careeT:

"The Second Chanos program began in 2000
‘when Soffolk Downs racetrack in Fast Boston, in
conjuncthm with the Thoroughbred Retirement
Foundation nnd with help from the Flelds Family
Foundation, established a home for retived roe-
hwsrses at the Flymouth County Sheriffs Farm, the
laet eoumity-gwmied furm io the gtate. Inmates from
the Phymouth County Correctional Faclity now care
fior the howrses as part of the prison’s vocstional pro-
ETRm

There are eight retired thoroughbreds ronplng
& 13-acre pasture at the farm today, with room
for tvwo more honses. There is also o 50-by- 100-foot
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Hesident horses strike up a conversation as inmate John Jancaitis of Huoll works in the barm. The
Tarm, which has room for 10 horses at & time, s now honsing elght.



At Sherift’s Farm, inmates care for retired racehorses
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shelter, with stalls, for the ani-
mals.

Om a recent rainy marning,
inmates John Jancaitis, 60, of
Hull, and Paul Qualter, 47, of
Hamaver, were wocking with the
hoirses — cleaning stalls, feoding
and walking the aninuals, clean-
ing their hocves, and doling out
oocasional treats, such as apphes,

wisits to'check on the animals’
progress sod to aasess whether
they are neady for adoption.

"Some of the horses 1ike to
ndp, and you always have to be
alert for & kick,” sald Qualter,
whio has been working at the sta-
bde since May. “I'd never really
been wround horses before this,
and now I know exch one by
their persanalin:”

As he spoke, & horse named
Energy Center nuzzied and
pushed himself against Gualter,
eager for aftention.

*They know you and become
like your pete,” said Jancaitis,
wiso has been on the job for six
weeks, “Thess animaks are good
mraund people hecaase of their
expericnce &t the racetmek. The
only problem is some of them
don't get nlong. Sarshine, for -
stance, dossn't always play well
with others.” He pointed to & cor-
e stall where a horse, presum-
ably Sanshine, was whinoying.

Captain Dan Callahen of the
sheriff's affice said all the in-
mates whi wark on the farm are
carefully scroened before begin-
nimg work and that only novic-
lent offenders are considered;
the prison houses approximately
1,600 individumals, and only sev-
eral dozen meet Lhe criieria 1o
work within the comumumity, un-
der the supervision of cificers

Becninge the same inmates are
usually cn duty and ane sware of
the horses' prior injuries, they
are able to determine when
horses are lame, aren’t eating, or
msteead speeciad attention.

Chrristing Sewelsky of Sharon
first adopted & horse through the
Thoroughbred Retirement Foun-
dation in 1998, She had to pat
down the harse in 2010, and tokd

the foundation she would like to
wdopt another retired thorough-
beed.

She was refermed to the Piym-
outh farm a few maonths after it
opensd and given a list of five
harses up for adoption, incisd-
Ing Sing Me Back Home, who
was 13 and had had 114 recing
starts. She adopted him in April
2010, and he has since gone on
o a new career on the hunter)
jureper circuit and has also done
some barrel mcing, a rodeo ovent
in which a horse nnd rider at-
tempt to complete a cloverieal

Saweldly sald that while she
was sdopting Sing Me Back
Home she abso fell in love with 7-
year-old Charley Business, who
mrongly resembled her former
o but saffered from & bowed
tenddon thet restricts his activi-
ties. Fhe adopted him in May
2010 and wses him for plessare
riding, & Jot of it sl nearby Bor-
deriand State Park.

“He's kind of a lawn orna-
ment” she sadd with a langh.

The coanty farm is & nice
transition for the horses after
their racing carcers, sabd Sawel-
sy, “They're turned out and do
nothing bat be a horse,” she sakd.
*Tt's good for thelr beadna.®

A companent of the county
farm program allows inmates to
work toward certification as
prooms, a process which takes
about six months. Bat becanss
the everage length of sentences
at the prison is 10 months, most

do on the farm, just as they do
from the other vocational pro

FFLmL

~I think It's important that
they get that sense of stbsfaction
from & job well done,” he sald.
“They're up early in the morn-
ing, it's demanding, physical
wurk, and they're coming back
tired at the end of the day, but
during that time they've cared
for other lives that depend on
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At the Plymouth County Sherifl™s Farm, inmate John Jancaitis {above) pets a borse called Energy. Below, Panl Qualter walks
Sunshine. “I'd never really been around horses before,” he says, “and now [ kmow each ane by thelr personality.”

them."

Bor Suffolk Dawns afficials,
the retirement program is dear
o theer and starts af the top with
principal owner Richard Fields,
who runs the Flelds Family
Foundation, which established
the program, The Thoroughbred
Retirement Foundation, which
Suffiolk supports with an annosl
comtribartion, pays for the day-to-
day axpenses of bearding the
haorsed, estimated at §2,500 to
$3,500 per horse per year, Thers
Is no county or stale money in-
valved

Suffolk Downs made national
news in 2008 when it ecame the
first thoroughbred track in the
nation to Emplement & strict no-
slaughter policy for owners and
trakners with horses stabled on
its groands. Sinee then, virtually
every major racetrack in the

country has adopted a similar

policy

The track is also a longtime
supparter of both the
bred Retirement and Canter
New England programs, and at
the end of esch racing séason
bosts a “shewoase™ for Canter b
the Suffolk Downs sable tres to
give people interested in pur-
chasing a retired thoroughboed
an opportunity to see & mimber
of mrailahle horsss in ane place.

Chip Tumle, chief operating
oilfier at Saffdk Downs, recently
adopted an 11-vear-old horse
named [ Testify, & veteran of 128
racing starts, and has stabled
him in Beverty; he says the horse
eventually will be ridden by his
wife and dagghter.

"W try to make the retire-
ment programs part of the cul-
toare of the track” sakd Tirttle dur-

inga visit to the Plymoath farm.

Suffalk Downs’ vice president
of racing, Sam Elliotz, has fund-
ed the retirement of saveral
horses that competed 2t the facl-
ity, and racing analyst Jessica Pa-

v quette bought a former New

England champion thorough-
Ibeed 8o shee could retire him and
use him as & pleasune horse.

Bust mot every racchorse gets
to retire to a furm, aod not every

Injury or temperamant arean't
suitable for a second career; they
will live out their lives on the
frrm doing what they were born
to i — rum, this time without
Jociory om thedr hacks.

O, in some cases, striking up

unusaal friendships with same
af the pther animals on the famm.

McDonald sald that one of the
latest thoroughbreds to arrive

would not eat with the other
horses and mefused to leave the
alpaca’s side, and one nlght it
broke through a fence to get
close to the cresture.

The alpaca bs now lept at the
farm's petting oo with & new
partoer
jd MeDonakd, “Tange Toay
s taking the break-ip cne day &t
atime”

Rich Fohey can be regched ot
Sahmnorited

peuiad.oomm.



