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Suffolk
opens
in style

GLOFE OO RKEFONDINT

There's an old saying amang
horse players that goes same-
thing like this: The best thing in
the warld is a winning day at the
track; the second-best thing is a
bosing day ot the track.

Lo, by these caleukstions, and
given the briliant spring day, the
eroead af 11,212 {sdmission was
free) attending the opening day
of Suffollk Downs's 75th season
yesterday should have had a
good time.

Om thie erowded track speon,
attendees posed for potures with
theroughbreds, and cheered as
Thomnas P Martin's | Testifi, a 10-

enjoring beers on the sun-
splashed apron represented a

— young, edaeat-
ed, with disposable income —
that track camers are eager 1o at-

tract

This marked the third straight
year the foar o]
= Cradg Vonahn, Steve Naclerio,
and Dan Maclsac all of Charles-
o, and Byan Clement of the
Morth End — came o Sudffolk on
Preakmess Doy

They also were celebrating
Maclerio's neacent birthday:

“T guess T'en kind of the orgas-
izer,’ aald YomaAhn, “It's bocome a
tradition now:"

He said the addition of slots
OF & chsing o the racing — sofme
thing the track Is pushing for —
might mean more visits to Suf-
folk for cisual fans such as him-
salf

Clement faid he woauld
support & caskno, “and if they
eveniually had betting on spons
ard boncing, that would be great.”

Many patrons signed peti-
tiond asking the state Semate o
appeove & House-passed bill that
would legalize up to 750 slof ma-
chimes &t Suffiodk and the possi-
bility of the track landing one of
the tao cating licenses in the
Houwse biil Track officials have
said the futare of the track may
depend on other gambling reve-
poes o pugment the existing
£50, 000-a-clay pitrse strwctire,

The track put its best foot for-
ward yesterday, incloding the
presence of renoaned track bus
gher Jason Rambler of the All-
Star Buglers, who performed the
mational anthem and wlls o the

Rambler said there's same-
thing special about a live bugher
in an ern where st many tracks
the call to the post is recorded.

“It jizst deesn't seem right.”
said Rambler.

At big events such as the
Breeders' Cup, Rambler said the
pressure is on with many mil-
lions of people watching on tele-
vistan, waiting fir him to cough
oirt & bad nede.
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“It's fum, but nerve-mucking,”
hegaid T what [do”

The reawakening of thor-
oughbred racing after a six-
month stumber can lead to un-
certaln moments for even experi-

“1 have opening-day jitiers
Juest like ammne else” said track
annoancer T.0. Thornton, bego-
ning his 15th season. “Once [ get
that first mes ander my belt, its
like diding a bike"

The Phymoaouth County Sher-
iff's Departments mounted pa-
trod Rook part in coremonies be-
fiore the first moe.

The Thoroaghhred Retlre-
ment Foundation and Suffolk
Dawns, through support {rom
the Flelds Pamnily Foundation, es-
tablished a bome for retired race-
harses af the Phymouth Couny
Sherif’s Farm in November. In-
maates from the Plymouth Coanty
Correctional Facility eare for the
homes,

Flve horses arcived at the
farm last fall and tawo — Charlie
Business and Sing Me Back
Home — were recently adopied
and are in their second career as
trall horses.

We'd like o ghve these in-
mates & chanee to do something
with thedr lives when they get cut
of prison — perbapa in the
equine Geld” 2ald Richard Fields,
Suffolk’s principal sharchalder,

Sufficllc will hold live rasing on
May 18, 23, 26, and 29 before be-
gloniag & Monday-Tuesday-
Wednesday-Saturday scheduke
Memarial Day.



