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Suffolk is at the starting gate

Track to open
for 75th season

By Rich Fahey
OLGBE CORRERFONBENT

A racetrack is where hope
lives on even the darkest days,
and the mood at Suffolk Downs
— diespite ecomomic challenges
and an uncertain fatore = is de-
cidedly upbeat &5 the venerable
ovad opens its 75th season tomore
oW

“Morale is excellent,” said

tracks. Suffolk, besides being oli-
Eible for up o 750 slot machines
urder the bill, is also partnering
with Wonderland Park in an ef-
fort to land & casing license.

Thee Senate is expecied to take
up thee bl in & few works.,

Tatle sxid Suffalk’s camners m-
mkin committed to bullding and
operating a world-class enter-
tainment complex that would
combine restanramts, retail, rac-
ing, gaming, and a bobel.

Meamwhile, the business of
racing gees on. Teemommow's nineg

Chip Turtle, CEDQ of Sterling Sud-  race live card (free admission,
folk Racecourse LLC, 1:15 pum. start time)
“Mmm‘!m LU LI ER TR T IR TN] I el ] “iu'h .mm b'-.l
“We're looking for- simualcasting  the
ward to this seasas on Suffolk Dewns Freakness Stakes,
& varkedy of levels, in-  Opaer amang ather races.
cluding celebrating  whes Tomormow Suffolk ks accepiing
our T5th anniversary. Frstpest 1-15 pom.,  WAgeTs on the race
But it no secret that  firt of nine-rece card  starting today.
the stresses and chal- Live racing at Suf-
lenges to our racing folk was moved back
aperation are inextricably linked  from i uwual start on Eentacky
to progress on the gaming front™  Desty Day, which Tottle sid had
The track's awners and 350  to do with geography and the

warkers — and the approximate-
Iy 1,000 people who derive at
least & portion of their living
from the racing operations — ane
holding thelr breath to see what
type of gambling bill eminges at
the State House. The bill passed
by the House April 14 would 15
CEmSE Dwo Fedort-style casinos
and allow up to 3,000 slot ma.
chines at the state’s four race-

economy, noting that many sta-
bles are coming feom Florida
meets that have just closed and
ke ime o jget here,

“Just to get here from Florida,
they have 1o pass several tracks
whose parses are much higher
than ours,” he sakl “We miy be
paying half the parse those
tracks pay for the same bevel of
race”

Suffolk is holding to the
£60,000 daily parse strocture it
had in 2009, Tattle noted that
Penn National, Charles Town,
Fresquoe Isle Downs, Delawars

tures ranging from 178,000 to
L2:00,000, all augrmented by gam-
inE nevenoes,

Suffolk cam house 1,100
horses but Last year peaked a1
abowt 1,000, This vear, Suffolk
will open with S00 horsst.

Traimer John Assimakopou-
Tos, 53, B one of the principals of
the Yasen Stable, slong with his
father Charles, 77. The Fitchbung
natives retarn o Suffolk cach
season with their powerful cod-
lection of romners, even though
they could be malkdng mone mon-
&y elsrwhene,

“This is our home, and there's
nothing more powerful than
home or family” said John Assi-
makapoulos. “We're going to
skick it out, amyway it goes.”

He credited Richard Fields,
the track’s principal sharehodder,
with keeping Suffolk going dur-
ing tough ecomomic times.
“Without, him, we woulds have
a absot and I beliewe in him, We
want to be loyil, and there's bots
of o] peopbe at Salfolk Downs.”

What happens an Beacon Hill
i5 Ehe mest few months siay also
determine what happens with

the MassCap, Suffolk’s signatune
rade, which has been won by Riva
Ridge, Cigas, Skip Away, and the
legendary Seablscuit. The race
wat suspended in 2005 and that
meney was redeployed to shone
up purses and save jobs, avoned-
1 o track officials.

Tuttle said the track 5 in a
“holding patern” when i comes
1o stakees and the MassCap, pend-
inga gambling hall.

Tamoerew will feature & host
of fan-fricndly activities and pa-
trond cin punchase 3 SEason pass
for §5, with all progeeds support-
ing the track’s theroughbred re-
tirement progrums.

Live racing will also be held
May 19, May 33, May 24, and
May 20. Starting Memorial Day,
May 31, the track will begin 2
Monday-Taesday-Wednesday-
Samarday schedule, with a first-
race past time of 12:48 p.m.

Mo cne knows what will hap-
pen with the gambling Bill, bt
there is hape throughout thor-
vaghbred mcing.

“1 believe gar times coming
and we're going to sve an indus-
try ard its jobs, and create new
Johe” said John Assimakopoulcs.
I could have four oF five new
caners tomorrow i we had slots,
They don't want & guarantes
they'il make money, just a
chance. And we just want a
chance to show what New Eng-
land racing ootld really be ke



